HISTORY OF PLANTINGS ALONG FIVE MILE CREEK BY WOODEND AND FIVE MILE CREEK LANDCARE GROUP 2004 - 2011
2004

On 16th October 2004, about 1000 plants were installed at the rear of Ruby Mackenzie Park by about 70 volunteers. 

On 20th October 2004 an additional 350 plants were installed by the two Woodend Primary Schools (St Ambrose and Woodend Primary). These were situated on the northern creek banks about 200 metres NE of Campaspe Park.
Grasses were not guarded but other plants were given a jute weed mat and a tree guard.

Total plantings for 2004 were 1,350 plants comprising about 600 grassy plants and 750 trees/shrubs.

Success rate about 90%

Species planted were:

· Acacia retinodes (since renamed A. provincialis)

· Acacia dealbata

· Acacia melanoxylon

· Eucalyptus aggregata

· Eucalyptus radiata

· Eucalyptus viminalis

· Eucalyptus rubida

· Eucalyptus ovata

· Leptospermum lanigerum

· Leptospermum continentale

· Callistemon sieberi

· Poa labillardieri

These plantings were organized by Penny Roberts and Peter Yates.

Landcare executive at the time was:

Robin Baker

President 

Peter Yates

Treasurer

Josephine Clancy
Secretary

2005

In Spring of 2005, 7,700 plants were installed on public land between the walking track and the creek from Ruby Mackenzie Park to entry track from Thomas Crt.

The plantings comprised a total of about 5945 grassy plants and about 1175 trees and shrubs as per the following list. Most of the grasses were planted without guards or mats. The remaining plants were all planted through individual jute weed mats with a plastic tree guard. Both St Ambrose and Woodend Primary schools planted 180 plants each. There are metal plaques near the track indicating where the schools did their plantings. Woodend Primary site was near the Thomas Crt. access track and St Ambrose was about 300 metres further to NE near “Wildflower Hill”.
There were three public planting days, one in September which attracted 100 workers and two in October attracting lesser numbers. In addition, PriceWaterhouse - Coopers sent some volunteers who planted the last of the plants near the “cliff” area. Success rate in excess of 90%.

Species



Quantity
Hardware * 

Poa labillardierii (cells)

5000

nil

Eucalyptus aggregata

140

140

Eucalyptus ovata


140

140


Eucalyptus radiata


140

140

Eucalyptus rubida


70

70

Eucalyptus viminalis

70

70

Acacia melanoxylon


140

140

Acacia dealbata


140

140

Goodenia ovata


280

280

Bursaria spinosa
 (not avbl - additional 140 Goodenia ovata

Lomandra longifolia
(not avbl - additional 160 Dianella tasmanica) 

Dianella tasmanica


320

320


Carex appressa (cells)

465

nil

Callistemon sieberi


265

265

Leptospermum lanigerum

265

265

Leptospermum continentale
265

265

Total




7700

2235 sets

*(plastic guard, 3 stakes, mulch mat)

total cost for 7700 plants and 2235 sets of hardware $6063.56 

Works coordinated by Peter Yates

Executive committee:

Kelvin Gordon


President

Peter Yates



Treasurer

Josephine Clancy


Secretary

SPRING 2007 AND AUTUMN 2008

About 2,690 plants were installed on a site on the south side of the creek between Bowen St. and Pyke St.  Of these, about 1,300 were grasses or ground covers and the remaining 1,390 trees and shrubs. 

The site had previously been covered with a dense poplar thicket and an old landfill, probably dating back to the 19th century was also discovered north of the levee bank near Pyke St.

An additional 360 plants were installed on the north bank, opposite this site by the two primary schools. All the above plantings were done in October 2007.

The plants were installed in three ways. Some were planted in rolls of jute matting without tree guards near the tops of the creek banks, others were scattered nearby and were planted with individual jute mats and tree guards. Finally, many of the grasses were installed amongst the other plants but without a guard. It was found that the jute rolls gave excellent growing conditions but without tree guards, some of the taller plants suffered wind damage.

Because of drought conditions, these plantings had to have follow up watering in the first month. Survival rate about 95%

A second planting of 350 trees and shrubs and some Lomandras was done in early April 2008 by a GreenCorps team. These plants were all given jute mats and guards and were installed further inland in very rough sites.  Success rate for these plants was less than 80% due to the harder sites and also frost. It would seem that Spring plantings are much more likely to succeed than autumn plantings although the sites were not identical.

Plants in jute rolls




835

Plants outside rolls but in guards

1755

Plants outside rolls and without guards
810
GRAND TOTAL PLANTS 



3400

PLANT SPECIES AND PROVENANCE

Poa labillardieri


Mixed provenances - Gisborne, Taylors






Creek, Merri Creek, Wildwood.

Eucalyptus aggregata

Woodend

Eucalyptus ovata


Gisborne

Eucalyptus radiata


Hobbs Rd Bullengarook

Eucalyptus rubida


Macedon

Eucalyptus viminalis

Gisborne

Acacia melanoxylon


Newham, Sunbury

Acacia dealbata


Lancefield

Acaena NZ



BVP??

Bursaria spinosa


Mt. Macedon

Lomandra longifolia


Sunbury

Carex fascicularis


Jacksons Creek

Carex appressa


Jacksons Creek

Callistemon sieberi


Deep Creek

Leptospermum lanigerum

5 Mile Creek

Leptospermum continentale
Newham

Olearia lirata



Riddells Creek

Project manager: Peter Yates

Sub-committee: Kate Daniel, Russell Cadman, David Gossip

Landcare executive:  
President - Josephine Clancy





Treasurer - Kate Daniel





Secretary - Gareth Ogilvie

SPRING 2008 - PLANTINGS NEAR WOODEND INFORMATION CENTRE 

GENESIS

Two main things triggered the plan to do some planting on both creek banks adjacent to the Woodend Visitor Information Centre, immediately west of the High St bridge.

The first was the availability of some funds donated by the sub-committee in charge of the recently completed “Black Gum Rescue Stage 3” between Pyke Street and Bowen Street. The sub-committee of Kate Daniel, Russell Cadman, David Gossip and Peter Yates were paid about $1,900 by Envirofund to manage this project and they decided to donate all their fees back to the Woodend Landcare Group to use for any worthwhile project.

The second trigger was the sighting by Peter and Ann Yates on 12th April 2008 of a platypus swimming in the large water hole west of the High St bridges.

Although it was accepted that the platypus was probably only in transit, it inspired general faith in the ability of the creek to sustain such wildlife and a planting was suggested along the banks to enhance the visual amenity as well as provide a vegetative buffer zone and the beginnings of some native tree cover for the creek in this very public area.

FORUM

On 26th July a public forum on the Platypus was held in association with the AGM at the Community Centre. Two speakers from the Australian Platypus Conservancy gave an excellent talk to about 50 attendees.

PREPARATION

It was decided to plant 100 woody plants and 400 grassy plants in rolls of weed matting near the creek banks with the main plantings being on the north bank. Jute matting was used on the south bank and re-cycled fibre matting on the north bank.

The sites were sprayed twice with Biactive Roundup which is considered safe to use near waterways. Some angled onion plants were also treated with pure Roundup using a weed wand.

After the last spraying, the rolls were pinned down and then heavily watered.

PLANTINGS

The emphasis on the small planting area available on the south bank was on grasses with a small number (15) of shrubs interspersed with the 255 Poas and Lomandras. All were planted in a roll of jute matting with the shrubs having tree guards. Planting density was 6 plants per square metre.

On the north bank, there were 85 trees and shrubs planted together with 123 Poas and Lomandras. These were planted in recycled fibre matting at spacings of one plant per square metre. Trees and shrubs were given plant guards and grasses were not.

On12th October 2008, the 100 woody plants were installed through slits in the fibre rolls and each with 3 bamboo stakes and a plastic guard. They were then watered in. The following species were planted:

Acacia dealbata


10

Acacia verticillata


15

Acacia melanoxylon


5

Eucalyptus yarraensis

10

Eucalyptus aggregata

10

Eucalyptus viminalis

5

Callistemon sieberi


15

Leptospermum continentale
20

Olearia lirata



10

On 2nd November, 400 grasses were installed amongst the woody plants. These plants were not guarded.

Poa labillardieri


300

Lomandra longifolia


100

Some follow up watering was done during the following summer as required.

COST

The rolls of weed matting, pins, plant guards and stakes cost $740

The plants cost $375. Weed spraying materials and marking out paint cost $30.

Total cost of project $1,145 approx.
Project manager
Peter Yates

Executive committee:

President

Josephine Clancy

Treasurer

Kate Daniel

Secretary

Gareth Ogilvie

SPRING 2009

Plantings were made in a number of locations ranging from sites adjacent to the creek and walking track 200 metres from Romsey Rd to sites adjacent to the new Woodend Children’s Park which was completed in October 2009.
The following are full details of species and planting dates and methods. Spring 2009 was wetter than past years, so the soil was nicely damp in most areas for these plantings.
SUNDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2009 – COMMUNITY PLANTING DAY 

DOUG’S PROM  - 245 PLANTS

At rear of 5 Mile Creek Reserve.

- 245 plants of standard wet site mix.

- Plantings in and around jute rolls – dicots in roll – monocots outside roll

- All monocots outside roll and with milk carton.

- All dicots in roll with tree guard.

Plants:

E. viminalis

3 TG

E. aggregata

5  TG

E. ovata

3  TG

E. yarraensis

3  TG

E. rubida

3  TG

E. radiata

3  TG

A. melanoxylon
10 TG

A. dealbata

10  TG

Lept. Continentale
20  TG

Lept. Lanigerum
20  TG

Call. Sieberii

20  TG

Bursaria spinosa
20  TG

Poa lab.

25  MC

Dianella tasmanica
25  MC

Dianella admixta
25  MC

Carex appressa
25  MC

Lomandra longifolia
25  MC

Hardware:

125 milk carton sets

120 tree guard plastics

360 tree guard bamboos

Jute roll

350 Pins

SHIRLEY PARK WEIR EDGE AND ADJACENT “ISLAND” – 180 PLANTS

Area about 2.4 metres wide south of demolished Shirley Park bridge between fence and weir edge plus small adjacent area north end of weir.

- 120 plants in jute roll. All with tree guards (just do stake for monocots).

- 60 monocots with milk cartons on island. 

Plants:

In jute roll:

Lept. continentale

5  TG

Lept. lanigerum

5  TG

Call. sieberii


40  TG

Bursaria spinosa

40  TG

Lomandra longifolia

15  S

Poa lab. 


15  S

Adjacent area:

Poa lab.


15  MC

Dianella tasmanica

10  MC

Dianella admixta

10  MC

Lomandra longifolia

10  MC

Carex appressa

15  MC

Hardware:

Jute roll

350 Pins

90 plastics

300 tree guard bamboos

60 milk carton sets

SUNDAY 11TH OCTOBER 2009 (JOINT PLANTING DAY WITH CHILDREN’S PARK) 

TIP CREEK FLAT SITE – 460 LANDCARE PLANTS

TIP SWAMP SITE
- 40 LANDCARE PLANTS   





Plants:

Carex appressa

200  MC 

Lept continentale

75    MC

Lept. lanigerum

75    MC

Call. sieberii


150  MC

Hardware:

500 milk carton sets

Sites starting from most upstream and working towards High St.:

All plants at 600mm spacing.

Plant tubes - each gets milk carton

A). 15m X 4m – 105 plants

Carex appressa

41


Lept. continentale

16

Lept. Lanigerum

16

Callistemon


32

105 milk carton sets

B). 12m X 3m – 63 plants

Carex



25

Lept. cont.


10

Lept lan.


10

Callistemon


18

63 milk carton sets

C). 17m X 6m – 180 plants

Carex



70

Lept. cont


27

Lept. lan


27

Callistemon


56

180 milk carton sets

D). 11m X 2.5m – 49 plants

Carex



19

Lept. cont


7

Lept lan.


7

Callistemon


16

49 milk carton sets

E). 12m X 3m – 63 plants

Carex



25

Lept cont.


10

Lept. lan.


10

Callistemon


18

63 milk carton sets

TIP SWAMP SITE

40 plants - all plants with milk carton

Carex



20

Lept. cont.


5

Lept. lan.


5

Callistemon


10

40 milk carton sets






CHILDRENS PARK AREA – 1340 CP PLANTS FROM WP FLORA

Most plants to have milk carton supplied by Children’s Park.

Plant all tube plants first and then plant cell plants amongst them.

Long Spoon Drain bed area – 80 plants- 80 cartons- 160 stakes:


Juncus


30


Carex fascicularis
25


Carex appressa
25

Spoon drain edge area – 580 plants – 580 cartons – 1160 stakes:


Carex appressa
100


Poa lab.

180


Dianella tasmanica
100


Dianella admixta
100


Lomandra longifolia
100

Creek edge between long and short drain – 360 plants – 360 cartons – 720 stakes:


Callistemon sieberi
30


Leptospermum cont.
30


Carex appressa
200


Carex fascicularis
100

Creek top and slopes of bank from short drain to old Blackwoods – 45 plants – 45 cartons – 90 stakes:


Acacia melan.

10 


Callistemon sieberi
15


Lepto. cont.

10


Lepto. lanigerum
10

Creek bed from short drain to old Blackwoods – 255 plants – 255 cartons – 510 stakes:


Callistemon sieberi
15


Lepto. cont.

10


Lepto. lanigerum
10


Juncus


70


Carex appressa
75


Carex fascicularis
75

Reflection seat area – 20 plants – 20 cartons – 40 stakes:


Poa lab.

20 

WEDNESDAY 21ST OCTOBER 2009
ST AMBROSE PRIMARY SITE (new site near Romsey Rd.)  
To extend and fill out existing older plantings east of the bike path between the northern end of the creek fence and the wooden Robin Baker built bridge.

- 245 plants, mainly monocots 

- Monocots get milk carton

- Dicots get tree guard and if necessary a mat.

Plants:

E. viminalis

3 TG

E. aggregata

5  TG

E. ovata

3  TG

E. yarraensis

3  TG

E. rubida

3  TG

E. radiata

3  TG

A. melanoxylon
10  TG

A. dealbata

10  TG

Lept. continentale
20  TG

Lept. lanigerum
20  TG

Call. sieberii

20  TG

Bursaria spinosa
20  TG

Poa lab.

25  MC

Dianella tasmanica
25  MC

Dianella admixta
25  MC

Carex appressa
25  MC

Lomandra longifolia
25  MC

Hardware:

125 milk carton sets

120 plastics

360 long bamboos

100 mats

WEDNESDAY 28th OCTOBER 2009
WOODEND PRIMARY SITE (extending 2005 plantings)
Situated opposite Steele residence (end of Thomas Crt access track). Jute roll divided into two equal lengths. One for northern area and other for southern area. 

- 125 plants in jute rolls and 120 around rolls. 

- Dicots in rolls to have plastic tree guards (TG), Monocots to have stake only. (S)

- Monocot plantings outside rolls to have milk carton guards (MC) 

- Standard wet site planting mix for downstream section

- Standard dry site mix for upstream section.

Plants:

In northern jute roll:

E. viminalis

2  TG

E. rubida

2  TG

E. radiata

2  TG

A. melanoxylon
2  TG

A. dealbata

3  TG

Banksia marginata
3  TG

Indigophera australis
5  TG

Callistemon sieberii
5  TG

Bursaria spinosa
5  TG

Acaena NZ

5  TG

Poa lab.

10 S

Lomandra longifolia
11 S

Dianella tasmanica
5   S

Dianella admixta
5   S

Adjacent northern jute roll:

Poa lab.

25 MC

Dianella tasmanica
25 MC 

Dianella admixta
25 MC

Carex appressa
20 MC

Lomandra longifolia
25 MC

Hardware for northern areas:

34 plastics

133 long bamboos

120 milk carton sets

25 metre section of jute roll

175 pins

In southern jute roll:

E. viminalis

2  TG

E. aggregata

3  TG

E. ovata

2  TG

E. yarraensis

2  TG

E. rubida

1  TG

E. radiata

1  TG

A. melanoxylon
5  TG

A. dealbata

4  TG

Lept. continentale
10  TG

Lept. lanigerum
10  TG

Call. sieberii

10  TG

Bursaria spinosa
10  TG

Hardware for southern jute roll area:

25 metre section of  jute roll

175 pins

60 plastics

180 long bamboos

65 MC sets 

TOP UP GREENCORPS ENVIRO SITE PLANTINGS (between Pyke and Bowen St) – 29/11/09 - 80 PLANTS 

Plants:

E. aggregata


10 TG

E. viminalis


10 TG

E. ovata


10 TG

E. yarraensis


10 TG

E. rubida


10 TG

E. radiata


10 TG

A. melanoxylon

10 TG

A. dealbata


10 TG

Hardware: 
80 plastics



240 long stakes
Project manager all 2009 plantings – Peter Yates

Executive Committee 2009

Josephine Clancy

David Gossip

Kate Daniel

Linda Vale

SPRING 2010
2010 was a year of record rainfall with 1260mm being recorded in Woodend and several damaging floods.

Only a small planting program was undertaken during Spring as follows:

1. SW banks of bend in creek at NE corner of Five Mile Creek Reserve - top up plantings of:

25 Poa labillardieri

25 Lomandra longifolia

2. Top up plantings north of Wood St access track:

10 Poa labillardieri

10 Lomandra longigolia

3. Weir near Ruby Mackenzie Park – top up plantings:

10 Poa labillardieri

10 Lomandra longifolia

4. Small extra clump near old tip site between Pyke and Wood Streets:

5 Eucalyptus ovata

3 Acacia melanoxylon

2 Acacia dealbata

8 Lomandra longifolia

4 Poa labillardieri

5. Scout Billabong just upstream of Jeffrey St bridge:

50 Callsitemon sieberi

50 Leptospermum continentale

50 Leptospermum lanigerum

50 Poa labillardieri

50 Lomandra longifolia

(Planted by Scouts) 

Total plantings for Spring 2010 – about 360 plants
Project Managers 2010 

David Gossip

Peter Yates
Executive Committee 2010

Josephine Clancy

David Gossip

Linda Vale

Kate Daniel
AUTUMN 2011
After a very wet Spring and Summer, it was decided to plant 21 non-native trees in the two paddocks immediately upstream of the Children’s Playground, between Pyke St and just east of Wood St. to provide a visual contrast with the native plantings and also as future shade trees.

This project was done in coordination with the Shire Parks and Gardens Manager, Peter Jones, who also paid for the majority of the trees, most of the wooden stakes and facilitated the provision of wood-chips as mulch. The remaining trees were either donated or bought by Landcare so that the total project only cost about $1,000.

Cash donors were:

Marjorie Wilton

Peter and Ann Yates

In addition, two Claret Ashes were donated by David and Jill Shaw.

The following trees were planted on 1st May 2011 by 15 volunteers (and Krista’s baby “Banjo”).

Peter Yates

David Gossip

Eric Paul

Oriel Paul

Adam Barber

Krista Patterson-Majoor

Michael Kelly

Howard Jackson

Brendan Watters

Anne Wright

Evan Murfett

John Newell

Josephine Clancy

Linda Vale

Kate Daniel

The species planted were as follows with the list starting with those nearest Pyke St and ending with those east of Wood St.:

Claret Ash

Pear Chanticleer

Pear Capital

Arbutus glandulosa

Liquidambar Wolperston

Claret Ash

Maple October Glory

Golden Poplar

Maple Autumn Blaze

Maple Crimson Sentry

Liquidambar rotundifolia

Scarlet Oak

Golden Ash

Nottingham Medlar

Pin Oak Pringreen Green Pillar

Maple Crimson King

Liquidambar Hilleri

Maple Crimson King

Pin Oak (EDF)

Pin Oak (EDF)

Swamp Oak (Quercus bicolor)

Project Managers

Peter Yates

David Gossip

Executive Committee

Josephine Clancy

David Gossip

Linda Vale

Kate Daniel
SUMMARY

In the period from Spring 2004 to Spring 2010, about 15,400 plants were established on public land adjacent to the Five Mile Creek between Romsey Road and the tennis courts just west of High Street.

Of these, 10,000 were grasses or ground covers and the remaining 5,000 were trees and shrubs.

As far as practicable, seed was collected locally, but where this was not feasible, plants were used from nearby areas.

Peter Yates 2010
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